DISTRICT NEWS
s I write this article, it was just a week ago that I was elected president of the Rocky Mountain District. Raised on a farm and having served rural, small-town, suburban and urban parishes, I never thought that I would be in a position where I would serve all those types and more at the same time.
In spite of differences in ministries, together we serve a gracious God who desires that all would be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. We praise God for bringing about our salvation through Jesus! Some of Jesus' last words remind us of our one mission: to go make disciples of all nations. He urges us to baptize, to teach. He promises to be with us as we go.
We have the Word; we have the Sacraments; we have the pure, clear Gospel. Last October, we marked the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, which brought clarity to the Church that it is only through the life, death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ
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that we are saved. We rejoice in God's wonderful gift with great relief that our salvation does not depend on us! Yet, there are those in our district and throughout the world who remain without the knowledge of this truth. While we have hope, others in our communities remain without the hope of Christ. Unfortunately, most of them will not enter our churches to hear the truth that is proclaimed in the liturgies and in the preaching and teaching of God's Word, and in the Word made flesh.
That necessitates our taking the Gospel message of hope outside the church walls. Peter calls us to always be ready to give an account of the hope that is within us. Every day of the week, every hour of the day, we live in that hope.
Jesus opens doors for us in our vocations -not just our occupations -as neighbors, volunteers, family members and participants in many other settings. He provides many opportunities to build relationships with people, to rejoice with them, to weep with them, to walk with them, to love them, to serve them and, as opportunity arises, to clearly speak of the hope that we have in Christ. Meyer also serves as professor of practical theology. Has has previously served as Lutheran Hour speaker and was host of the TV show "On Main Street" from 1989 to 2001. Being a charter member of the Association of Lutheran Adults (ALOA) gives Meyer a unique insight for ministry to and with older adults. He will give three one-hour presentations based on the theme "The Way Forward in Our Challenging Times."
Anyone dealing with tremors and spine-related problems will be interested in Dr. Kara Bealley's presentation. She is a general neurosurgeon in cranial and spine trauma, endoscopic and open tumor surgery, radiosurgery and complex disorders of the spine. She will speak on the theme "A Steady Future is in Your Hands-Controlling Involuntary Tremors." Zack Kreeger is the area director of the Bromfield/Adams County Young Life, which has involved many young people in Bible study. His presentation is titled "The Art of Incarnation-Young Life."
From Faith Family Reunion, Paula Isakson will tell the story of a prodigal, as she herself strayed from the Lord, but by God's grace returned again.
Entertainment will be provided by a string and horn trio from the University of Northern Colorado. They performed during the February seminar and were so well received that they were invited to perform again.
The cost of the gathering is $50 per person, which includes lunch, dinner, coffee and a continental breakfast. The Rev. Greg Finke, author of "Joining Jesus on His Mission," will lead the workshop. He has successfully trained congregations to be everyday missionaries, and will provide practical tools at the workshop. Finke is founder and executive director of Dwelling 1:14, a ministry which helps leaders disciple their people to join Jesus on His mission in the places they already live, work and go to school.
Finke will also be the guest preacher at St. John's on Sunday morning.
Registration is $20 for one person and $30 for two. The cost includes workshop, continental breakfast and lunch. Childcare will be available. 
Need help with witnessing?
The 2018 District Youth Gathering, in partnership with Un-Paved Ministries, is happy to invite you to HERO -Greater. Better. True.
The Gathering will be held Nov. 9-11 at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 7755 Greenstone Trail in Fort Collins, Colo.
For information and to register (groups or individuals), visit the district website at rm.lcms.org: go to "District Youth Gathering 2018" and select "More Information" from the drop-down menu.
The site has the schedule and hotel information, registration forms for groups and individual participants and a poster you can download and display.
Sign up for DISTRICT YOUTH GATHERING
